


The Butte County Department of Water and Resource Conservation’s Watershed Education and Outreach Project is designed to share information 
on a variety of water-related topics that are important to residents of Butte County. �ere are multiple interrelated watersheds in Butte and Tehama 
Counties that are a�ected by our actions. Watershed protection is important not only for the health of the natural environment, but for all of us, too. 
Funds for this project have been provided by a grant from the CALFED Watershed Program and administered by the Department of Water Resources. 
For more information about the Watershed Education and Outreach Project, please visit http://www.buttecounty.net/waterandresource/.	

Water Conservation  

D id you know it is possible to survive three weeks without food but only three days 
without water? Water is a valuable resource and one we must all work to protect. 

Butte County currently has a Groundwater Conservation ordinance in place to protect 
the County’s valuable groundwater resource. Chapter 33 of the Butte County Code seeks 
to foster prudent water management practices and ensures that the water resource must 
be reasonably and bene�cially used and conserved for the bene�t of the overlying land. 

Learning to use less water today is the best and least expensive way to avoid possible 
problems in the future. Water conservation can be as simple as developing the habit of 
using a little less every time you use water. Some easy things you can do to conserve water 
any time of the year are:

�R�5Never pour water down the drain when there may be another use for it. Use it to 
water your indoor plants or garden.

�R�5Clean vegetables in a pan �lled with water rather than running water from the tap.

�R�5Avoid using running water to thaw frozen food; defrost food overnight in the refrig-
erator or use a microwave oven.

�R�5Replace your showerhead with an ultra-low-�ow version.

�R�5Consider purchasing a low-volume toilet.

�R�5Avoid letting the water run while brushing your teeth, washing your face or shaving.

�R�5Operate automatic clothes washers only when they are fully loaded, or set the water 
level for the size of your load.

�R�5Plant native and/or drought-tolerant grasses, ground covers, shrubs and trees.

�R�5Use mulch to retain moisture in the soil.

�R�5Use a shut-o� nozzle on your hose.

�R�5Avoid over-watering your lawn – water in several short sessions rather than one long 
one to allow the lawn to better absorb moisture.

Resources
Butte County Department of Water 
and Resource Conservation
http://www.buttecounty.net/WaterandResource/

Keep Chico Clean
http://www.keepchicoclean.org/

Butte County Public Works Department
http://www.buttecounty.net/PublicWorks/

RecycleButte
http://www.buttecounty.net/RecycleButte.aspx

CA State Water Resources Control Board 
Education and Outreach materials
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/outreach/ 

Statewide Integrated Pest Management Program
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu 

Butte Creek Waterfall


